School Choice Program Spending Growth Slows in FY 2016 
Annual Growth in School Choice Program Spending  LSC Ohio Facts 2016
Total spending on Ohio school choice programs increased 4.0% ($46.2 million) in FY 2016 to $1.20 billion, the slowest rate of annual growth in the last ten years. The average annual growth rate during the past decade was 9.5%. School choice programs include community and STEM schools, the Educational Choice (EdChoice) Scholarship, the Autism Scholarship, the Cleveland Scholarship and Tutoring Program (CSTP), and the Jon Peterson Special Needs (JPSN) Scholarship.

 Community and STEM schools, the largest component of school choice in Ohio, are funded primarily through state education aid transfers. Such transfers decreased for the first time in FY 2016, falling 0.1% ($1.2 million) to $940.2 million. These transfers represent 78.1% of school choice spending. Approximately 119,000 students were enrolled in community and STEM schools in FY 2016. 

 The state also provides various scholarships for students to obtain education services from private providers. Scholarship payments drove overall school choice spending growth in FY 2016, as total payments for these programs increased 21.9% ($47.4 million) to $263.6 million. 

 Within the EdChoice Scholarship Program, 20,213 students received scholarships under the traditional "low-performing school" criteria and 5,520 students received scholarships under income-based criteria in FY2016. Scholarship payments for each group of students totaled $94.9 million and $22.4 million in FY 2016, respectively, for a total of $117.3 million, or 9.7% of total school choice spending. 

 A combined 14,171 students received a total of $146.2 million in scholarships under the remaining three programs in FY 2016: the Autism Scholarship Program (3,091 students, $72.5 million), the JPSN Scholarship Program (3,858, $39.3 million), and CSTP (7,222, $34.5 million). Spending for these three programs comprised 12.1% of total school choice spending in FY 2016.
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