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FY18-19 BUDGET

The Office of Budget and Management (OBM) announced Monday the release of the simulations for its proposed redistribution of a portion of the Local Government Fund (LGF) based on capacity by counties, cities, tax-levying and non-income tax-levying villages and townships. Those tables can be found on OBM's FY18-19 budget website at http://www.obm.ohio.gov/Budget/operating/fy18-19.aspx.

Democrats serving on the House Finance Committee issued an "economic wake up call" Tuesday to voters and their Republican colleagues, saying recent economic news and trends should prompt state leaders to try different approaches in this new budget cycle. The focus on income tax cuts from Republicans in this and past administrations, and the increased sales and property taxes of the past two budgets under Gov. John Kasich are not getting the intended results, the lawmakers charged.

The Ohio Consumers' Counsel (OCC) is back before the General Assembly with a proposal rejected during the FY16-17 budget process: to allow OCC to answer questions that come into their office instead of referring consumers to the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (PUCO) call center, despite the administration's proposed 2 percent budget cut.

 EDUCATION
State Board of Education members heard from Superintendent Paolo DeMaria and staff Monday on how Ohio plans to implement the new federal law, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). Much of the discussion and board members' questions focused on testing. DeMaria, senior adviser Colleen Grady and lead accountability official Chris Woolard presented an overview of Ohio's draft plan.

Charter schools would have more responsibility to keep track of students' addresses of residence under legislation proposed by Rep. Stephen Hambley (R-Brunswick), who says it's needed to ensure funding for charter students flows from the correct source.

The Ohio Department of Education (ODE) plans to host three conferences for bidders interested in applying for federal grant funding through the McKinney-Vento Homeless Children and Youth Program. Additional information about signing up for the bidders conferences and applying for funding is available at http://tinyurl.com/zqshrwn.

Lawmakers are hoping to create a school facilities program to help districts with little prospect of getting traditional facilities assistance the option of smaller amounts to address technology and security needs. Sens. Randy Gardner (R-Bowling Green) and Lou Terhar (R-Cincinnati) testified Wednesday on their SB8 in the Senate Education Committee. Rep. Steve Arndt (R-Port Clinton) testified Tuesday on his HB37.

The Broadcast Educational Media Commission (BEMC) has asked all public TV stations in the state to be ready to abandon the content distribution system and move completely to the new system by March 31. BEMC is in the midst of completing its long-awaited centralized master control project, which will allow central casting of all public TV channels.

Superintendent Paolo DeMaria faced the Joint Education Oversight Committee on Thursday to present the state's draft plan to implement the federal Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). The committee also announced plans for two hearings in March for others to offer feedback to the committee on the ESSA plan: 2:30 p.m.-4 p.m. Thursday, March 2; and 1:30 p.m.-3:30 p.m. Thursday, March 9.

Students who want to participate in the third year of College Credit Plus can begin the notification process for the 2017-18 school year now, the departments of education and higher education announced this week. Public high school students Wednesday could begin to notify their principal of their interest to participate, and must declare their intent to participate by April 1.

OFT has observed that the Governors Language requiring teachers to do externships with businesses as a part of their license renewal is not receiving favorable attention among legislators in both chambers. We encourage members to talk with their local state legislator about this issue.  

 FEDERAL
U.S. Sen. Rob Portman (R-OH) said in a statement Wednesday that he will support President Donald Trump's nomination of Judge Neil Gorsuch to serve on the U.S. Supreme Court.

Ohio Democrats are standing against the potential roll-back of an Obama-era labor policy aimed at protecting Americans from unsound investment advice. U.S. Sen. Sherrod Brown (D-OH), U.S. Rep. Marcy Kaptur (D-OH) and U.S. Rep. Tim Ryan (D-OH) joined Micah Hauptman, financial services counsel at Consumer Federation of America, and Barbara Sykes, state director of AARP Ohio, on a conference call Thursday to speak out against delaying or cancelling the policy that is currently set to be implemented on April 10.

UNIONS

Rep. John Becker (R-Cincinnati) reintroduced legislation on Monday that would allow public sector workers to opt out of union representation, saying it is only a matter of time before Ohio joins other states with so-called "right-to-work" laws. HB53 will remove mandatory union membership requirements for public employees, but would also allow non-union employees to voluntarily make financial contributions to a union. Becker also said the legislation would free unions from the responsibility of representing non-union employees.  OFT sees that the bill doesn’t have the endorsement of House leadership at this time but we must not let up in being vigilant about this and other opportunities.
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